370                   SAHARAXPUR DISTRICT

After the death of Aurangzeb, this region suffered, like the rest of
Upper India, from the constant inroads of warlike tribes and the
domestic feuds of its own princes. The first incursion of the Sikhs
took place in 1709, under the weakened hold of Bahadur Shah; and
for eight successive years their wild hordes kept pouring ceaselessly into
the Doab, repulsed time after time, yet ever returning in greater num-
bers, to massacre the hated Muhammadans and turn their territory into
a wilderness. The Sikhs did not even confine their barbarities to their
Musalman foes, but murdered and pillaged the Hindu community with
equal violence. In 1716, however, the Mughal court mustered strength
enough to repel the invaders for a time; and it was not until the utter
decay of all authority that the Sikhs once more appeared upon the scene.

Meanwhile the Upper Doab passed into the hands of the Saiyid
brothers of Barha, whose rule was more intimately connected with the
neighbouring District of MUZAFFARNAGAR. On their fall in 1721 their
possessions were conferred upon various favourites in turn, until, in
1754, they were granted by Ahmad Shah Durrani to Najib Khan,
a Rohilla leader, as a reward for his services at the battle of Kotila.
This energetic ruler made the best of his advantages, and before his
death (1770) had extended his dominions to the north of the Siwaliks
on one side, and as far as Meerut on the other. But the close of his
rule was disturbed by incursions of the two great aggressive races from
opposite quarters, the Sikhs and the Marathas. Najib Khan handed
down his authority to his son, Zabita Khan, who at first revolted from
the feeble court of Delhi, but on being conquered by Maratha aid
was glad to receive back his fief through the kind offices of his former
enemies, then supreme in the councils of the empire. During the
remainder of his life, Zabita Khan was continually engaged in repelling
the attacks of the Sikhs, who could never forgive him for his recon-
ciliation with the imperial party. Under his son, Ghulam Kadir (1785),
the District enjoyed comparative tranquillity. The Sikhs were firmly
held in check, and a strong government was established over the native
chieftains.

But upon the death of its last Rohilla prince, who blinded the
emperor Shah Alain II, and was mutilated and killed by Sindhia in
1788, the country fell into the hands of the Marathas, and remained
in their possession until the British conquest. Their rule was very
precarious, owing to the perpetual raids made by the Sikhs; and they
were at one time compelled to call in the aid of George Thomas, the
daring military adventurer, who afterwards established an independent
government in Hariana. The country remained practically in the hands
of the Sikhs, who levied blackmail under the pretence of collecting
revenue.

After the fall of Aligarh and the capture of Delhi (1803), a British